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We Love Our Moderator 
JOHN T. SCHMITZ, M.D. 
The Milwaukee Guild of the National Federation has been an active chapter with a yearly average of more than 200 members. Quar­terly meetings are well attended; 113 were present for our latest one. We convene at 8:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, followed by break­fast, a brief address and adjourn­ment by 10:00 a.m. The Guild is alive and well because of our moderator, Reverend Francis J. Bisenius. He has been our good friend and advisor since 1955. Father Bisenius, Milwaukee­born, is Professor of Dogmatic and Moral Theology at St. Francis Major Seminary in Milwaukee. (In spite of this imposing title he can out-fish and out-golf most of us.) He received his elementary education in Milwaukee and attended St. Francis Minor Seminary for six years. He then spent three years at the Gregorian University in Rome before the war forced his return to this country. He was ordained after studying three more years at the Catholic University in Washington. Since 1947 he has been Professor at the major seminary. He is also Pro-synodal Judge of the Archdio­cesan Marriage Tribunal and a Cen­sor Librorum for magazine articles published here. Father Bisenius' attributes are best described by relating his activ­ities in our behalf. He has been instrumental in organizing a work­ing health care program for the religious in the area. Several years ago he called together a committee 
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eriors offor an rom this :le health 1 Mass for becoming ating last 1ine Cath­n the area. 
i the Guild 
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A Physician Views His Ar=�stolate 
GEORGE E. COLLENTINE, JR., M.D. 
I cannot remember a time when I was not going to be a doctor. One of. the early recollections of mychtldhood takes me back to Father O'Keefe's rectory at St. Gall's when I was about eight years old. Arch­bishop Stritch was vesting there for Confirmation; I was to be his train bearer. He lifted me off the floor and asked, "Son, what are you going to be when you grow up?" "A doc­tor." "Oho! And are you going to cut_ up people?" "Sure," I said for it seems that surgery was always part of my dream. 
Now here I· stand some 37 years 
later, a physician viewing his apos­
tolate. In trying to crystallize my thoughts, I have attempted to com­� �y .view .. of a Catholic phy­S1c1an s mission and to analyze some 
the world where. i : 1915 I witnessed the total antithes'.� of l'verything my apostolate me�ms to me in the degradation of hunrnnitv that is war. Since 1959 a considerable portion of m� time has been spent 1,,,,c.1 g the umgue concentration of wfl'c:in"· humanity that has passed t}, .: .,. the Burn Center at St. Mar,·'< T ,. like in combat, it seems Jtl;� =- �:drama of hospital life, with :t, :;'- -, of anguish and relief, couL,, ,: , cowardice, exaltation and ,· c:. recovery and death are bei, ,.,. J:,'' · -on a screen by a proiectOl 'TY at triple speed. 
But far more inn ,1 , ': · events and circumstar , . ; , persons. 
Many of you are Ln ii. · y the remarkable and st'll ur' i;·� story of my father, the scvc. ', · of an Irishman, destincC' 1r t::r: , ditions of that race to be a. ·11 .' ,c 
. of the influences that have molded 
this very personal view - not neces­sarily _unique nor typical nor repre­sentative of my profession; certainly 
not very profound. It has occurred � me that it might be more mean­lllgful if I cited a few of the influ­
ences that have been at work through these rears as background for the
hisformation of one physician's view ofapostolate. 
to The locus of my personal apos-late has been very much the little iorld of St. Mary's Hospital where , was born and raised, exter�ed and lllterned, welcomed my children and 
you know. I made rounJ,' ., i · at St. Mary's when I \, J.' ,. pants, watched him ope:a,c ;o, first time when I was a high schwI freshman, proudly scrubbed with him as a high school senior, walked into the operating room, dripping hands held high in the grand approved fashion, only to be sent back to the scrub room in disgrace with rather firm instructions to 
=c� my profession. There havebnef sojourns elsewhere - onean 8 little island half way around
�. 1966 
Dr. Collentine is a member of the Milwau­
kee Catholic Physicians' Guild. Earlier 
this year he was asked lo participate in the 
meeting of the Wisconsin Conference of 
Catholic Hospitals and presented these 
thoughts. 
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remove my high school sweetheart's
class ring from my finger; studied
at home under his guidance through
college and medical schoo l  and
finally had the privilege of teaming
with him in practice for a few short
years before he "retired" to a Bene­
dictine monastery after the death of
my mother. 
Of course he has been the greatestinfluence in my life. I shall citeonly one example of his advice,because his whole life has been asermon. "If ever a grateful patientor relative tearfully wrings yourhand in gratitude for saving the lifeof a loved one," he said, "accept ithumbly and graciously, because youwill know that you couldn't havedone it by yourself and you aregoing to be blamed for an awful lotof things you couldn't possibly help."
There was also the late FatherAnthony Berens, S.J., who taughtApologetics in the College of LiberalArts and who used to conclude alecture like this: "Either this isTruth and the only important Truthin the world or it's the greatesthoax that was ever perpetrated!"His contribution was the utter con­viction that our God-given faith iswholly compatible with an endlesspursuit of rational and scientificknowledge of nature and ourselvesand that without that Faith allthings are meaningless.
My mother was a convert. She never missed a basketball game when we played and she was alwayspleased but secretly a little irrev­erently amused by the universal practice of both teams of little boys
kneeling - as separate teams, of
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course - to pray for victor� before 
the games. She was puzz d, she
said, about how God coul decide
which team's prayer to an, ·er, but
it was her own observe m that
the team with the tallc center
almost always won. 
Perhaps I may be fr ,ven for
"reaching" for analogy ere. To
me, the "tallest center" ' capta:n 
of the team praying God for
victory in the game ar ,t disease
and death, is the pi ian who
anchors his apostol&t, his first 
duty, beginning in sc and con-
tinuing through eve.• ,y of his 
life in practice; the dl' , cultivate
a full and competent /· ledge and 
skill in the science ar, t of medi-
cine. He knows tha needs the 
help of his teammate , consulta-
tion. He seeks his r \ain's help 
on moral and etl. problems, 
especially today in I scrimmage 
of seemingly parade--: v changing 
concepts still based · changeless 
moral principles. H,- w1s enough 
of his natural remecli .) know that 
they will never be c · Jletely ade­
quate - that he nee God's help. 
He knows that if h,, · incompetent 
because of culpabL : ,adequacy in 
his preparation he is .· dty of injus­
tice toward his V· ·ent an1 . 
of 
presumption in asH, · the Drvme 
Physician to bail hin. ,�it. 
I offer now th1, Yiew of my 
apostolate: 
To cure the disea:;cs that aff_lic: men and to alleviate the physica 
pain and mental suffering that 
arise from them. 'l To keep a conviction of the nobd�ity of my vocation and the sacre 
ness of my trust; 
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To love all men as brothers of Christ, to be cared for as such; 
To understand how my science and art can fit in with God'splan for men; 
To know that when death even­tually and inevitably displaces me at the bedside I have not neces­sarily failed but have simply hadto give way to God's call. 
an apostolate in the li1 tie world in
which I move. On<' of His heroes,
has shown us the way in our own
time, in the person of Doctor Tom
Dooley, the late. ph) <,·inn to the 
people of Laos and tht' world. At
his funeral the eulogist CJ'.wted from
a poem by Robert Frost some words
Tom Dooley loved and lived: 
I know that, with God's help, it
is not impossible to carry out such
The woods are lovely, dark anddeep. 
But I have promises to keep, And miles to go before I sleep. 
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